WEEKLY WORSHIP:
Wednesdays: 6:30pm

>’ ATONEMENT Sundays: sam
LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

April 2026 Monday-Friday: 8am-4:30pm

Welcome, Worship, and Serve
in the name of Christ
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PLAN AHEAD FOR HOLY WEEK SERVICES

March 29 - Palm Sunday, 9am
April 2 - Maundy Thursday, 6:30pm
April 3 - Good Friday, Noon and 6:30pm

April 5 - Easter Sunday,
9am and 11lam

Thank you to those who contributed to the \ N
flowers that enhance our narthex and i ;
worship space.

PRAYER LIST AT ATONEMENT

Family of LUAnn Garner Mark A. Lainey M.
Pat and Brian R. Rev. Saundra L. Tom K.
Jerome J. and Family Jane A. Deon C.
Manuel P. Mindy Wanda J.
Bob E. Eric P. Angie L.

Kitty R. Angie F. Tony V.
Linda S. .



YOUTH PROGRAMS

Wednesday School and Confirmation Students
+ Pizza will be served 5:15 to 6:15pm for all.
+ Class for 3-year-olds — 5t grade at 5:45pm
+ Worship at 6:30pm
+ Class for Confirmation at 7:15pm; during Lent students are to meet with mentors

Cost $1 per slice of pizza; also, at no cost there is fruit, vegetables, salad and cookies. All
are welcome.

WEDNESDAYS, 5:45PM

We welcome any adults to join 3-year-olds - 5t grade students as they learn Bible Stories.
You can read the story, help students with projects. You are welcome to share stories.
Please let Mata know if you would like to do this. For the 3-year-olds through 5t graders,
we will have lessons from the New Testament for the rest of this year:

April 8t The Resurrection Luke 24: 1-12

April 15% Jesus, The Good Shepherd John 10: 1-18

April 22" The Lost Things Luke 15: 3-24

April 29" Jesus Heals the Sick Mark 2: 1-12

COINS FOR GLOBAL FARMS

We are continuing to collect coins until April 30t. So far, we
have received $260. The Wednesday School students will select
which animals to purchase for Global Farms. Thank you to all
who have contributed coins.

SUMMER WILL COME!
LUTHER CREST CAMPS

The summer camps at Luther Crest fill up fast so to have more date
options, plan NOW! You can go online to see complete schedule and
register. Online: https://luthercrest.org or call 320-846-2431. There is
no fee for high school students for 2 of the 3 camps! For others, there
is @ $100.00 nonrefundable deposit upon registering. If the fee is a
problem there are scholarships available talk with the pastors. They
will also be hiring staff for the summer.

A4

CANOE TRIPS

There will be 3 canoe trips to the Boundary Water’s
Canoe Area this summer: July 23 - July 26, July 30t
- August 2nd, August 6" — August 9, Check with Pastor
Tim or Pastor John for details.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS will be four days, June 8th-11t, We will again provide snacks and lunches which are
so appreciated by the kids and volunteers. Donations of food will be requested. Sign-up
sheets will be available in May.


http://luthercrest.org/

STUDENT RETREAT

Please pray for 9th-12th students of the ELCA Southwest Synod who will be at the annual
Senior High Youth Gathering on April 10t - 11th, 2026 at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
in Redwood Falls.

SENIOR QUILTS

Quilts will be given to four high school seniors at the May 17t service. Please contact Mata
if you haven't already to be able to receive one.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FROM LEGACY FUND

The Legacy Committee is preparing scholarship applications. These will be mailed out in
March to members attending college for their first year in the fall of 2026. Last year, we
awarded scholarships to Cadaan Miller and Mylie Parker. The application deadline is April
30th, 2026. Please reach out to any Legacy committee member with questions.
Applications will be mailed or can be picked up at the church office.

BLANKETS PROJECT

Children and Youth sent 32 blankets to Guatemala with a Medical Mission Team. They
will be given to children having surgery. We will be doing additional blankets to send

with the Boyle family going in January 2027. - -

EASTER EGG HUNT A
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Thanks to all who made this event happen. Kids had a hopping good time. V@i ?

KK KK Kk

DEMENTIA CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
This group will be meeting at Atonement once a month on the 3™ Tuesday,
v from 10-11:30am. When needed, they also provide respite care for loved
ones. Vivie has an integrated set of services and specialized programs.
VIVI e Whether the need is for skilled home health care, vibrant senior living, or
meaningful hospice support, they surround the people they serve with
whatever kind of care they need. To learn more about Vivie go to: Vivie.org

JOIN CONVERSATION WITH OUR ROMAN CATHOLIC NEIGHBORS

We want to be sure that our partnering communities in the Gospel who are interested in
what is happening within the church of their Catholic friends know they are welcome to
join us and learn more about what is taking place. The free lecture will be on Saturday,
April 18th, 7-8pm at Christ Church Newman Center Terrace, 396 1st Ave. S, Saint Cloud.
Refreshments will follow.

The Fr. Wil Illies Memorial Lecture will feature Dr. Kristin Colberg, professor at CSB+SJU,
offering a lively presentation on synodality and its expression in the papacies of Francis
and Leo XIII. Dr. Colberg is an expert in ecclesiology and is a Vatican-appointed member
of the theological commission supporting the Synod on Synodality. This conversation will
explore how the Roman Catholic Church seeks to become a more listening and inclusive
communion.
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WILD GAME POTLUCK

This event will be rescheduled in the fall.

WEDNESDAY MEALS

During the school year, there is pizza, fruit, veggies, etc provided on

Wednesday nights at 5:15pm. ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME!

Thank you to Patti Gabrielson, Charlie Lombard and Jessica Krause, for providing food and
the people power for this to happen.

Thanks to all groups/committees who were able to help put on the Lenten Wednesday
lunches (in person and providing food) as well as the "adopted" committee members who
helped out with serving, getting everything on the plates and tables, helping people with
getting their food to their table and cleaning out. Your help was very appreciated. All
enjoyed the nourishment and fellowship. Thank you.

COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Come to any of the committee meetings to see what is going on and check if it is something you
are interested in. More hands, lighter work.

Committees generally meet on the 2™ Thursday of each month. Finance Committee meets by
zoom.

Mission Committee will meet on Thursday, April 9t at 10am.
Worship Committee will meet April 9th at 2pm.
Property Committee will meet next on April 9t at 2pm.

The following committees will meet April 9th at Zpm: Children/Youth
Ministry, Evangelism, Adult Ed, Committees.

Stewardship Committee will meet on April 2374 at 6pm.

We still have a Vice President opening and chair of evangelism
committee/council member. Contact President Debbie Niemeyer or
one of the pastors.

COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHT

The Evangelism Committee has been highlighting with posters of the various groups that
serve our congregation, many behind the scenes. This month, we would like to highlight
the Fellowship Committee. Under the leadership of Jon Molden, the committee organizes
events and activities that bring people together for fellowship, such as the ROX game.
These gatherings enrich and bless our congregation while strengthening friendships and
building a strong sense of community.

In addition to the events planned by the Fellowship Committee, there are many other
opportunities for fellowship: Sunday Coffee and Conversation, circles, bible groups,
quilting, knitting, Community Packing Projects, serving on committees, book club,
volunteering for various projects, etc.



LETTER FROM YOUR PASTORS

Making Peace with Ourselves: Reflections on Our Lenten Journey

As Lent gives way to Easter, this is a look back at our Sunday Adult Education series,
Making Peace with Ourselves. If you missed a week, or want to go back and listen again,
the full series is available on the Atonement YouTube channel.

Over five weeks, your pastors took a hard look at some things most
of us would rather avoid—the voice inside us that wants to be in
charge. At first, that can look like strength. But sooner or later sin
rears its ugly head, and it turns on us. It accuses us, replays our
failures, makes us feel inadequate, and refuses to let us rest.

When we’re honest, that voice sounds a lot like law. It exposes our
sin—but it never gives us peace. So, where do you find peace? Instead
of turning to self-help ideas or vague spiritual advice, we invited you
to consider real people (and in one instance a fictional character with
lots of real qualities). Yes, these were remarkable people. They are part of a “great cloud
of witnesses” who wrestled with the same inner battles we do, and they learned something
we think is valuable while teaching us a path toward peace.

It's easy to turn figures from history, Scripture, or literature into heroes who had it all
together. But we discovered that they actually didn’t have it all together, that’s the point.
Scripture is honest about sin, and the characters we considered struggled, just like we do.
And, in an imperfect way, figured out how to make peace with those struggles.

Pastor John led us through three of them:

« Jean Valjean (Les Misérables), who had to learn—painfully—that he was more than
his past. The verdict over his life had changed, but he struggled to believe it. Like
us, he had to learn to live by a word spoken over him.

« King David, who knew what it was to carry guilt he could not fix. When he was
confronted, he didn’t justify himself. He confessed: “Create in me a clean heart, O
God.” He threw himself entirely on mercy.

« Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writing from a prison cell, admitted the gap between his
public strength and private fear. He didn't resolve it by becoming stronger, but by
clinging to this: “I am yours, O God.” His identity rested
outside himself.

I had the chance to share two more modern witnesses:

o Martin Luther King, Jr,, sitting at his kitchen table in real
fear, came to the end of his own strength. What sustained
him was not something within, but a promise from Christ:
“I will be with you.”

« Flannery O’Connor, living with serious illness, refused to
pretend that suffering was noble or easy. She understood
that grace is not sentimental. It strips away illusions and
drives us back to Christ.

Why carry your sins
when God wants to

Each of their lives were different. But we discovered a similar take them away?
pattern.



They all ran into the same difficult truth we confess every Sunday: we are sinners. As our
liturgy suggests, “we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.” Not just occasionally,
but deeply - i.e., the “"0Old Adam” is a fundamental condition of the human heart. Which
means we cannot make peace with ourselves by fixing ourselves.

Peace comes another way. It comes from outside of us:

 From the Word of forgiveness spoken in worship.
o From the promises given in baptism.
e From Christ crucified and risen for us.

That is the heart of the Gospel: not what we do for God, but what God has done for

e (5

us.

Now, the culmination of the Christian faith is upon us.
This month we are celebrating Easter. This is most
certainly good news! We can confidently declare that
the peace these witnesses clung to is not unique to
them. It is given to us in Christ. The tomb is empty. The
work is finished. The verdict has already been spoken!

You are forgiven. You are baptized into Christ. You
belong to Him.

That is a peace your inner voice cannot give—and
cannot take away.

He is risen! He has risen indeed!

ATONEMENT VAN STORAGE

Do you have an enclosed space to store the church van? The
Property Committee is looking at inside storage options for our
newly refurbished van. If you have space and/or comments
regarding this, contact Bob Defries at 320-492-9691.

CELEBRATE!

April is traditionally the month we recognize all volunteers.
THANK YOu!!!

In April we get to celebrate Laura’s birthday.

The last week is also the time to especially recognize
secretaries and administrators. Laura, we appreciate you this
week and through the entire year.




APRIL 1, WED
8am Bible Online-Men
9am Quilters

Noon Al Anon

5:15pm Pizza etc
7:15pm Choir Practice

APRIL 2, THURSDAY
9:45am Bible Online-Men
12pm Bible Study-Women
1pm Pieces of Love Quilters
6:30pm Maundy Services

APRIL 3, FRIDAY
Noon Good Friday Services

6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia)

6:30pm Good Fri. Services

APRIL 4, SATURDAY
10am NA Anonymous
6:30pm NA Anonymous

APRIL 5, SUNDAY
EASTER SUNDAY

9am Worship

10am Unity Spiritual Center
11am Worship

2pm Por Su Gracia Worship
5pm NA Anonymous

5pm Gamblers Anonymous

APRIL 6, MONDAY
9am Faith in Housing
1pm Bible Study with Pastors

APRIL 7, TUESDAY
9:30am Men’s Group
11:30am TOPS

12-6pm Blood Drive
6:30pm Bells Practice
6:30pm NA Anonymous

APRIL 8, WED

8am Bible Online-Men

9am Quilters

Noon Al Anon

2pm Prayer Shawls Group
5:15pm Pizza etc

5:45pm Wednesday School
6:30pm Worship

7:15pm Community Packing

APRIL 9, THURSDAY
9:45am Bible Online-Men
10am Mission Committee
12pm Bible Study-Women
1pm Pieces of Love Quilters

2pm Property/Worship Committees

3:30-5:30pm Fare For All
7pm Council Committees

APRIL 10, FRIDAY
Student Retreat

6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia)

APRIL 11, SATURDAY
Student Retreat

10am NA Anonymous
6:30pm NA Anonymous

APRIL 12, SUNDAY
9am Worship

10am Adult Ed: Habitat
10am Coffee & Conversation
10am Unity Spiritual Center
2pm Por Su Gracia Worship
5pm NA Anonymous

5pm Gamblers Anonymous

APRIL 13, MONDAY
1pm Bible Study with Pastors

APRIL 14, TUESDAY
9am Faith in Housing
9:30am Men’s Group
11:30am TOPS

6pm Garden Club

6:30pm Bells Practice
6:30pm NA Anonymous
7pm Stamp Club

APRIL 15, WED

8am Bible Online-Men
9:30am Elizabeth Circle
Noon Al Anon

5:15pm Pizza etc

5:45pm Wednesday School
6:30pm Worship

7:15pm Confirmation Class

APRIL 16, THURSDAY
9:45am Bible Online-Men
11am Youth Card Ministry
12pm Bible Study-Women
1pm Pieces of Love Quilters
1pm Birthday Card Ministry

APRIL 17, FRIDAY

6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia)

APRIL 18, SATURDAY
10am NA Anonymous
6:30pm NA Anonymous

APRIL 19, SUNDAY
9am Worship

10am Adult Ed: South Africa
10am Unity Spiritual Center
2pm Por Su Gracia Worship
5pm NA Anonymous

5pm Gamblers Anonymous

APRIL 20, MONDAY
9am Faith in Housing
1pm Bible Study with Pastors

APRIL 21, TUESDAY
9:30am Naomi Circle

9:30am Men’s Group

10am Dementia Support Group

APRIL 21, TUES. (cont.)
11:30am TOPS

6:30pm Bells Practice

6:30pm NA Anonymous

APRIL 22, WED

8am Bible Online-Men

9am Quilters

Noon Al Anon

2pm Prayer Shawls Group
5:15pm Pizza etc

5:45pm Wednesday School
6:30pm Worship

7:15pm Confirmation Class
7:15pm Choir Practice

APRIL 23, THURSDAY
9:45am Bible Online-Men
12pm Bible Study-Women
1pm Pieces of Love Quilters
6pm Stewardship Committee
6:30pm Executive Committee
7pm Church Council Meeting

APRIL 24, FRIDAY
6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia)

APRIL 25, SATURDAY
10am NA Anonymous
6:30pm NA Anonymous

APRIL 26, SUNDAY
9am Worship

10am Adult Ed: Council

10am Coffee & Conversation
10am Unity Spiritual Center
2pm Por Su Gracia Worship
5pm NA Anonymous

5pm Gamblers Anonymous

APRIL 27, MONDAY
9am Faith in Housing
1pm Bible Study with Pastors

APRIL 28, TUESDAY
9:30am Men’s Group
11:30am TOPS

6:30pm Bells Practice
6:30pm NA Anonymous
APRIL 29, WED

8am Bible Online-Men
9am Quilters

Noon Al Anon

2pm Prayer Shawls Group
5:15pm Pizza etc

5:45pm Wednesday School
6:30pm Worship
7:15pm Confirmation Class
7:15pm Choir Practice

APRIL 30, THURSDAY
9:45am Bible Online-Men
12pm Bible Study-Women
1pm Pieces of Love Quilters



ADULT EDUCATION

We will hear what’s new at Habitat for Humanity and how that organization makes a
difference in our community. We will also learn from first person participants about their
trip to our companion synod in South Africa. Lastly, our church Council, including our
Treasurer, will update us on their work.

Please come to the southeast corner of the Fellowship Hall after worship where coffee and
treats will be waiting for you at the session. Please join us!

April 12th; Habitat for Humanity

Central Minnesota Habitat for Humanity (CMHFH)
builds partnerships between low-income individuals ° ® ®
and families, those who can donate time and skill, m
those who can donate money, and local businesses

and organizations. Their vision is that everyone in

Central Minnesota has a decent place to live, at a

price they can afford. Seeking to put God’s love into action, CMHFH brings people together

to build homes, dignity, and a brighter future through affordable homeownership. Come
hear how CMHFH changes lives and builds communities.

Habitat

for Humanity”

: April 19t: Companion Synod Partnership with South
| ==t Africa

Come hear Randall and Rev. Dr. Hollie Holt-Woehl share
about their trip to South Africa! Pastor Hollie and Randall
were chosen to be part of a delegation from the SWMN
Synod, with Bishop Dee Pederson, to travel to our
| companion synod (Southeastern Diocese of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church) in Southern Africa. The purpose of the
trip, in addition to building relationships, was to exchange
ideas regarding Theological Education and Lay Leadership.
Hollie and Randall will be sharing photos, videos and stories
about their experience!
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April 26th: Update from the Council

It takes many people with varied abilities and a heart for service to keep our congregation
and church property the faith home that we enjoy. Our Church Council meets monthly
with Pr. Tim and Pr. John to make that happen. Committee Chairs and the Executive
Council will share updates. Come with your questions and ideas! Please join us.

For those interested, copies of the Rule of Benedict that Abbot Doug of Saint John’s
Abbey referred to are available on the welcome table as you come into the building.



ATONEMENT'S MISS OF THE MONTH

April Mission: LSS Crisis Nursery

Lutheran Crisis Nursery staff understand that to provide a safe and
Social Service nurturing environment at home, there are times when parents
of Minnesota need additional support. This confidential and voluntary

service is available in four areas in Minnesota.

Parents dealing with personal stress or crises such as an iliness, housing problems, divorce
or separation, financial strains or other issues can benefit by contacting us.

A child’s parent or legal guardian can request:
o Short-term care by licensed providers for children up through age 12.
o Crisis support for families.
o Information and referrals to additional community resources.

Sometimes their nurseries become full. Licensed childcare or foster care homes are
needed to share their love, lives and homes with children in need. Please contact Conni
Orth at Crisis Nursery if you are interested in providing care: 320-654-1090. They can use
the following items: $10 gas cards, Uber gift cards, baby formula, new children's clothing
(3T - Size 12).

FARE FOR ALL

The Food Group is at Atonement on the second Thursday of 000

the month, 3:30 - 5:30pm. The next date will be April 9th, =the
Spread the word! You do not need to "qualify", there is no j,?o food
registration and there is no limit to purchases. Questions can be group
addressed to Kathy Matthies and Jan Keaveny.

Website: https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/fare-for-all/

AUGUST MISSION-OF-THE-MONTH DETERMINED

The Mission Committee has decided to feature Heroes K9

eROG Odyssey Academy as our MOM for August. Heroes K9 Odyssey
% J\ Academy (HK9OA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
giving second chances and training/educating veterans, first

"% 9y responders, and rescue dogs. The academy provides
" )_ professional training in dog handling, grooming, and veterinary
O 4 assistance while preparing K9s for service, therapy, or
o}_ Q"? companionship. Our own Amie Schwinghammer has started this
‘p‘s‘ o Q nonprofit venture and will be speaking at Adult Education hour
E'y AC," on Sunday, May 3. She has also offered to speak briefly at a

Wednesday evening service, to-be-determined. Feel free to
check the website: https://www.heroesk9odysseyacademy.org/about

BOOK NOOK

We are looking for one or two people who would be willing to fill the
shelves in the Book Nook with cards and napkins. You would also need
to order new supplies. If interested please talk with Donna Purinton,
Penny Gorman, or Mata Carlson.



https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/fare-for-all/
https://www.heroesk9odysseyacademy.org/about

FINANCIAL GIVING

Reminder: Please make checks payable to Atonement and write on the memo line what
it’s for (Mission of the Month, packing projects, VBS, memorials, flowers, etc).

Capital campaign total pledged: over $353,000

Capital campaign received through 02/28/2026: $324,996.74
Capital campaign remaining to apply to assessments: $38,709.66
Mortgage is paid in full.

Estimated street assessments: $371,000

THANK YOU!
February Mission of the Month, Salvation Army, received: $3,572.55. Our congregation
has once again shown our loving hearts with their generosity.

YOUR BLOOD IS NEEDED...TUESDAY, APRIL 7™, Noon-6pm

It's Red Cross Month — a time to
honor the legacy of care that has

American v shaped our mission for
Red Cross generations. This March, we

THANK YOU celebrate the Blood Program
’5:; Leaders, donors and volunteers

BlooZPngram whose dedication strengthens our
MONTH communities and brings hope to
patients

every day.

Since President Franklin D.
Roosevelt first proclaimed Red Cross Month in 1943, this annual tradition has recognized
the compassion of our work —a legacy rooted in Clara Barton’s vision to prevent and
alleviate human suffering. Your leadership continues this powerful tradition. You help
sustain a strong, diverse donor base and ensure lifesaving support reaches those who
need it most.

As we honor our history and look ahead, we are grateful for your lifesaving work as a
Blood Program Leader. Thank you for continuing the legacy of care that defines
the Red Cross and touches lives across the country.


https://b.dl.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h6f47affa,31a45aa1,16e8fa3d&e=JTI0d2ViX29ubHk9dHJ1ZSYlMjR3ZWJfb25seT10cnVlJn5jYW1wYWlnbj1FTV9CSFFfQlBMX0lOX0VOR19BY3RfUmVjX1cxXzIwMjYwMyZ-dGFncz0xODY2OTY5MDgyLVBSRERNNzM1NjQz&s=kJnWh85QAtaEZ_nJSh7lrlgX036Ezt8juQI2b71RQWU

APRIL
BLOSSOM

BREEZE

eudD
8uLBS

BUNNY

BUTTERFLY

CHICK

DAFFODIL

EASTER
EGGS

DIRECTIONS: Find and circle the vocabulary words
in the grid. Look for them in all directions including
backwards and diagonally.
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