
 

 

 

 
 
  
 

 

REGISTRATION OPEN ONLINE 
Parent meetings will be September 9th: 5:30pm for Wednesday 

School, and 7:15pm, following 6:30 services, for the 
Confirmation students. Classes will start September 16th.  

 

NEW DIRECTORY!! 
We still have a few members who need to confirm their contact information and submit or 

have a photo taken. You can take care of these details and have a casual picture taken 
before or after worship on: Sundays: August 23, 30, September 6, 13; Wednesdays: 

September 9, 16 OR on Sunday, September 20, 5-7pm. If these dates do not work for 

you, or if you have questions, please contact Linda Schreiber. We want to include you! 
 

FREE ROOT BEER FLOATS 
August 26th, 6:30pm (following worship) in the Fellowship Hall. Come and 
be refreshed! 

 

CANOE TRIPS 
One more canoe trip left to the Boundary Water’s Canoe Area this summer (if it is open 

after the fires): August 6th – August 9th. Check with Pastor Tim or Pastor John for details. 
 

DESIGNATE THRIVENT DOLLARS 
Please consider using Thrivent dollars to help purchase products for packaging projects. 
This year, packing projects that happen once a month, will be on some Wednesdays as in 

the past and some will be on Sunday mornings instead of adult education. More details to 

come! 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS: All at Atonement 
Mission Committee: August 13th, 10am 
Property Committee: August 13th, 1pm 

Worship Committee: August 13th, 2pm 
Children and Youth Committee: August 13th, 7pm 

Evangelism committee: August 20th, 7pm. 
 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGES SOON 
Following Labor Day, Wednesday worship changes from 6pm to 6:30pm. 
  

     WEEKLY WORSHIP: 

Wednesdays: 6:00pm  

Sundays: 9am 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 

     Monday-Friday: 8am-4:30pm 
 August 2026 

Welcome, Worship, and Serve 
in the name of Christ 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

 

 

 

 

WHAT HAPPENED  
THIS SUMMER 

 



 

CONSTRUCTION 
STILL HAPPENING  
FOR 3 MORE MONTHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

BOUNDARY WATERS TRIP 
The women’s group was in the 
BWCA when they had to evacuate 

because of the fires. They were not 
in the direct area but still had to 

leave and cut their trip short. 

 

 

  

Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be bent out of shape 

by orange cones. 
 

Please pardon our dust. God isn't finished with us—or the 
roads around us—yet. 
 

The road to heaven is narrow. The road to our parking lot is 
even narrower right now. 
 

Don't let the detours deter you! 
 

We are still here! It just takes a little more faith (and a detour) 

to find us. 
 

Under construction. Just like the rest of us. 



LEGACY FUND AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS  
The Legacy Committee recently met to review scholarship applications for consideration.   
The Committee received applications from three of our young members.  
   

With God’s help, the committee reached a decision and is awarding scholarship funds to 
all three applicants. Congratulatory letters were recently sent to Aiden Abrahamson, 

Connor Frederiksen, and Jacob Larson.  These three young men will each receive $750. 
to use for educational purposes.  
 

Congratulations to Aiden, Connor, and Jacob as you continue to pursue your educational endeavors!    
 

SWMN SYNOD ASSEMBLY REPORT  
The SWMN Synod Assembly, took place 
June 5 and 6, 2026, at the Gustavus 

Adolphus College, in St. Peter, MN 

which was attended by Pastor Tim 
Lindhorst, Chimezie and Susan Ukaonu. 

 

There were display tables to stop by and chat with a variety of ministry partners. 
 

Friday evening worship was in the Christ Chapel. There were celebrations for ordination 

years of service, and congregation anniversaries. 
 

Saturday began with worship in the Christ Chapel. Then on to the Alumni Hall for Synod 

business and plenary sessions. 
 

We voted on the 2028 proposed budget, 2027 compensation guidelines, and approved 

resolutions for synod constitution amendments to reflect changes to the Churchwide 
constitution. 
 

Special speakers were Rev. Dr. Phyllis Blair Milton, Bishop of the Virginia Synod; Jill 

Beverlin, Director of Coaching Ministries, ELCA; and Rev. Joseph Yoo, Pastor of the Mosaic 
Episcopal Church of Pearland, Texas. He was the Synod Assembly Bible Study Leader. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Adult Education will be back in September! Let anyone on the committee know if you 
have any topic suggestions: Jean Klosowski, Jan Nairn, Ken Swanson, Kris Lehman. 
 
 

PRAYER LIST AT ATONEMENT 

 

 

Family of Dale Thompson Mark A. Lainey M. 

Family of Leslie Keith Smith Pat and Brian R. Tom K. 
Becca S. Mimi and DJ. Angie L. 

Sheila H. Angie F. Karen C. 
Becky K. Rita T. Gayle K. 

Jack S. Aubrey F. Dave A. 

ADULT EDUCATION 



ATONEMENT’S  OF THE MONTH 
Please remember our Mission of the Months if you are away from church. 
 

August: Heroes K9 Odyssey Academy 

We will be collecting donations for Odyssey K-9 Academy. 
HK9OA, a 501(c) (3) nonprofit, exists to support and uplift 

those who have served—military veterans and first 
responders—by equipping them with skills in canine training 

and care. The program also rehabilitates rescue dogs, giving 
them a purpose as service animals or companions. This 

initiative creates a “ripple effect,” positively impacting both 
humans and animals while fostering a supportive community. 

Website: https://www.heroesk9odysseyacademy.org/ 
 

Amy Schwinghammer spoke at Adult Ed on May 3rd, that some of you attended. If you wish to 

view her talk please go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRaAQqV4OHg&t=2192s 

     

ATONEMENT’S DONATION CENTER CHANGES 
The Mission Committee will be down-sizing the number of designated donations in the 

Donation Center. We’ll be starting a DONATION OF THE MONTH (DOM). We will 
continue with the Mission of the Month as always. Beginning in September we’ll announce 

the DOM in the bulletin and Friday e-mail. As we transition to this new way of serving our 
community, we ask that you only donate what is being asked for in the DOM. 

 

AUGUST END OF COLLECTING PLASTIC 
Thank you for being recyclers! This program is coming to an end. August 

will be the last month for bringing plastic to the drop off bin. Please continue 
to recycle!! 

 

A WAY TO HELP VENEZUELA 
The news has been devastating after two powerful earthquakes hit Venezuela in June. The 
Mission Committee will be sending $200.00 from our discretionary budget to (ELCA) 

Lutheran Disaster Response. Please consider an individual donation if you are able. 
By mail: Lutheran Disaster Response, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Online: https://www.elca.org/giving/lutheran-disaster-response 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Please consider donating school supplies for 
Place of Hope, now through August 23rd. A 

collection box will be in the entry hall. POH will 
distribute items at their community event on 

Wednesday, August 26th from 5-7:30pm at 
Wilson Park. Supply lists are found at  

https://www.isd742.org/about-
us/families/school-supply-lists.  

  

https://www.isd742.org/about-us/families/school-supply-lists
https://www.isd742.org/about-us/families/school-supply-lists


 

 

 
 

BLOOD DONATIONS NEEDED  
 

 

Blood Drive at Atonement 

Tuesday, August 4th  

Noon to 6pm 
 

 

FARE FOR ALL  
The Food Group is at Atonement on August 20th, 3:30 – 5:30pm. 

Spread the word! You do not need to "qualify", there is no registration 
and there is no limit to purchases. Questions can be addressed to Kathy  

Matthies and Jan Keaveny.  
Website: https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/fare-for-all/ 
 

BE A WORSHIP ASSISTANT 
The Worship Committee is looking for some new faces to join our worship assistants’ teams: 
readers, ushers, tech booth assistants and communion aides. All are very important jobs in 

our ministry. Please consider serving; training is available. Signup sheets are available on the 
bulletin board by the usher table for readers and ushers; contact the office for the others. To 

those who are involved: please check to see each Sunday if there is a need by checking the 
signup area. 
 

DEMENTIA CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
This group meets at Atonement once a month on the 3rd Tuesday, from 

10–11:30am. When needed, they also provide respite care for loved ones. 
To learn more about Vivie go to: Vivie.org 

 

AARP SAFE DRIVING  

Debbie Grzybowski will offer the AARP safe driving course 

at Atonement on Saturday, September 12th, 9am to 

1pm. Cost is payable at the session: $20.00 check or 
cash for AARP members; $25.00 for non-AARP members. 

Please register directly with Debbie at nyla4@msn.com, call 320-203-7643, or call church 
office. 
 

HAVE A LAUGH 😊  
One day, a little girl is sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. 

She suddenly notices that her mother has several strands of white hair sticking out in 
contrast to her brunette hair. She looks at her mother and inquisitively asks, “Why are 

some of your hairs white, Mom?” Her mother replied, “Well, every time that you do 
something wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white.” The little 

girl thought about this revelation for a while and then asked, “Momma, how come all of 
grandma's hairs are white?”  

THINGS TO KNOW 

https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/fare-for-all/
mailto:nyla4@msn.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

General fund giving helps assure that ongoing operating expenses for Atonement are met. 
Your offerings by check are welcome or you may set up a plan for convenient automatic 

regular giving electronically. Please contact the church office for further information: 320-

252-6203. 
 

Reminder: Please make checks payable to Atonement and write on the memo line what 

it’s for (Mission of the Month, packing projects, VBS, memorials, flowers, etc).  
 

Estimated street assessments: $371,000  

Amount received to apply to assessments: $63,509.66 as of June 
30th. 

  

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for your donations in April! We collected $2,293.00 for LSS Crisis Nursery. In 

a thank you from Program Manager, Conni Orth, Crisis Nursery was able to provide 550 
hours of child care – fantastic! 
  

HELPS, Intl. will receive $1,104.35 from our donation receipts in May. An additional 

$500.00 was sent directly by an Atonement family. Such generous hearts abound!  
  

June Mission of the Month, Area Youth Agencies, received $2,812.25.  

 

COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHT: YOUTH AND CHILDREN 
The Youth and Children committee plans 

events such as Trunk N Treat, Gingerbread 
Bash and Easter Egg Hunt.  Mata does most of 

the planning, and the committee oversees the 
details, for Wednesday School lessons, 

community packing projects, Bibles given, First 
Communion, senior quilts, and VBS. Anyone in 

the congregation is invited to help; just contact 
Mata for details.  

 
  

FINANCIAL GIVING 



 
 

At the beginning of summer, we heard Jesus tell his disciples that “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 

his harvest” (Matt. 9:37b-38 NRSV). Your pastors have been 
chewing on that claim—the harvest is great—and prayer—

Lord, send help!—ever since. 
 

It seems to us that people hear and understand Jesus’ words 

differently depending on the problems in front of them. We 
have frequently heard this passage repeated as a lament 

that congregations don’t have as many volunteers or paid 

staff as they once did, or as an expression of the anxiety 
synods feel about the shrinking pool of pastors. Both of 

these interpretations are faithful attempts to encourage 
people to pray for and offer service to the church. 
 

Closer to home, our congregational president, Debbie Niemeyer, and former president, 
Bruce Broman, have been trying for eight months—more than half a year—to recruit a 

vice president for the 2026 executive council (and by extension to serve as president in 
2027). Maybe someone will have volunteered by the time this letter reaches you?  But 

even if that happens, that position will need to be filled again for 2027/28. 
 

The struggle to keep the institutional wheels turning is very real. But your pastors would 

like to suggest that Jesus is making a narrower, more pressing claim about the harvest: 
there are more people who need to hear the gospel than there are people actively sharing 

it. 
 

It is an unfortunate truth that more people claim to have no faith, or no faith in particular, 
than claim to be members of any given Christian denomination. Nationwide, roughly 28% 

of adults—and up to 40% of young adults—now identify as 'Nones,' meaning they claim 
no religious affiliation at all. LifeWay Ministries has also documented—again through 

anonymous surveys—that many Christians, especially Christians from the so-called 
mainline denominations, have a hard time inviting even one person to worship in the 

course of a year. If billboards and mass emails did the job that wouldn't matter so much, 
but personal invitation is the single best way—by far—to bring a person into contact with 

the Body of Christ and the Word of God, where they can experience God’s Spirit 
surrounding and filling us in worship. 
 

We want to be clear—we are not encouraging evangelism for the sake of increasing the 
pool of volunteers. Inviting someone to church so they can fill an empty seat on council, 

or a committee, is perhaps the least compelling invitation we can imagine. What we invite 

you to consider is that programs and governance can be good and useful to mission and 
ministry, but they are not our highest purpose. We exist as a congregation to share and 

demonstrate through our lives the Good News that God loves us and has already saved a 
broken and hurting world, in and through Jesus. 
 

We all want to do good ministry, but it’s very hard to measure the making of disciples. 
How do you reliably count other people’s private prayers or the moments when they feel 

the Holy Spirit’s presence? It’s way easier to shoot an email off to the church nominating 
committee that 'John Doe agreed to serve on the maintenance board and make his 

“The harvest is 

plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; 

therefore, ask the 

Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers 

into his harvest.”  

(Matt. 9:37b-38 NRSV) 



daughter, Jane, teach the 
preschool classroom, so we 

don’t have to worry about 
that anymore.” The church 

existed before programming 
and constitutions—we came 

up with a lot of that stuff on 
the fly (see: Deacons in the 

Acts of the Apostles)—and will 
outlive the idea of a “program 

year.” 
 

So, as we navigate the rest of 

this summer, your pastors 
invite you to look at “the 

harvest” with fresh eyes. It is 

our belief that service and all 
other good works are a 

natural result of evangelism 
and growing in faith - 

volunteers are like grapes 
that grow naturally from the vine that is Jesus. Let’s worry less about filling slots on an 

organizational chart, and get excited about filling hearts with hope and promise of new 
life in Christ. The next time you pray for “laborers for the harvest,” don't just picture a 

future volunteer. Picture yourself, equipped with a simple, courageous word of welcome 
to a world that is hungry for community, grace, and love. 

 
 

 

“Now in those days, when the number of 

the disciples was multiplying, there arose a 

complaint against the Hebrews by the 

Hellenists, because their widows were 

neglected in the daily distribution. Then the 

twelve summoned the multitude of the 

disciples and said, “It is not desirable that 

we should leave the word of God and serve 

tables. Therefore, seek out from among 

you people of good reputation, full of the 

Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 

appoint over this business; but we will give 

ourselves continually to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word.” (Acts 6: 1-4) 



AUGUST 1, SATURDAY     
10am NA Anonymous 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 2, SUNDAY 
9am Worship 

10am Coffee & Conversation 

10am Unity Spiritual Center 

2pm Por Su Gracia Worship 

5pm NA Anonymous 

5pm Gamblers Anonymous 

Canoe trip ends 
 

AUGUST 3, MONDAY 
9am Faith in Housing 

1pm Bible Study with Pastors  
 

AUGUST 4, TUESDAY 
9:30am Men’s Group 

11:30am TOPS 

12-6pm Blood Drive 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 5, WEDNESDAY 
8am Bible Online-Men 

9am Quilters 

Noon Al Anon 

6pm Worship 
 

AUGUST 6, THURSDAY  

Canoe Trip through the 9th  

9:45am Bible Online-Men 

12pm Bible Study-Women 

1pm Pieces of Love Quilters 
 

AUGUST 7, FRIDAY 

6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia) 
 

AUGUST 8, SATURDAY 
10am NA Anonymous 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 9, SUNDAY 
9am Worship 

10am Coffee & Conversation  

10am Unity Spiritual Center 

2pm Por Su Gracia Worship 

5pm NA Anonymous 

5pm Gamblers Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 10, MONDAY 
9am Faith in Housing 

1pm Bible Study with Pastors  
 

AUGUST 11, TUESDAY 
9:30am Men’s Group 

11:30am TOPS 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 

7pm Stamp Club 
 

AUGUST 12, WEDNESDAY 
8am Bible Online-Men 

Noon Al Anon 

6pm Worship 
 

 

AUGUST 13, THURSDAY  

9:45am Bible Online-Men 

10am Mission Committee 

12pm Bible Study-Women 

1pm Pieces of Love Quilters 

1pm Property Committee 

2pm Worship Committee 

7pm Council Committees 
 

AUGUST 14, FRIDAY 

6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia) 
 

AUGUST 15, SATURDAY 
10am NA Anonymous 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 16, SUNDAY 
9am Worship  
10am Coffee & Conversation  

10am Unity Spiritual Center 

2pm Por Su Gracia Worship 

5pm NA Anonymous 

5pm Gamblers Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 17, MONDAY 
9am Faith in Housing 

1pm Bible Study with Pastors  
 

AUGUST 18, TUESDAY 
9am Faith in Housing 

9:30am Men’s Group 

10am Dementia Support Group 

11:30am TOPS 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 19, WEDNESDAY 
8am Bible Online-Men 

9:30am Elizabeth Circle 

9am Quilters 

Noon Al Anon 

6pm Worship 
 

AUGUST 20, THURSDAY  

9:45am Bible Online-Men 

11am Youth Cards 

12pm Bible Study-Women 

1pm Pieces of Love Quilters 

1pm Birthday Card Ministry 

3-5pm Fare For All 

7pm Evangelism Committee 
 

AUGUST 21, FRIDAY 
6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia) 
 

AUGUST 22, SATURDAY     

10am NA Anonymous 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 23, SUNDAY 
Directory Pictures/Info 

9am Worship 

10am Coffee & Conversation 

10am Unity Spiritual Center 

2pm Por Su Gracia Worship 

5pm NA Anonymous 

5pm Gamblers Anonymous 

AUGUST 24, MONDAY 
9am Faith in Housing 

1pm Bible Study with Pastors  
 

AUGUST 25, TUESDAY 
9:30am Naomi Circle 

9:30am Men’s Group 

11:30am TOPS 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 26, WEDNESDAY 
8am Bible Online-Men 

9am Quilters 

Noon Al Anon 

2pm Prayer Shawls Group 

6pm Worship 

6:30pm Root Beer Floats 
 

AUGUST 27, THURSDAY  

9:45am Bible Online-Men 

12pm Bible Study-Women 

1pm Pieces of Love Quilters 

6:30pm Executive Committee 

7pm Church Council Meeting 
 

AUGUST 28, FRIDAY 
6pm Bible Study (Por Su Gracia) 
 

AUGUST 29, SATURDAY 
10am NA Anonymous 

6:30pm NA Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 30, SUNDAY 
Directory Pictures/Info  

9am Worship  
10am Coffee & Conversation  

10am Unity Spiritual Center 

2pm Por Su Gracia Worship 

5pm NA Anonymous 

5pm Gamblers Anonymous 
 

AUGUST 31, MONDAY 
9am Faith in Housing 

1pm Bible Study with Pastors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROAD WORK 
 

Please take 12th Street 

and enter the parking lot 
from 28th Avenue or it 

might be 29th. 
 

Be safe and drive 
carefully! 

 



  

REFLECTION ON GROWING OLDER GRACEFULLY  
I found this in the Abbey Banner publication from Saint John’s. I found there to be a great 
deal of wisdom and humor in these lines. Aging is inevitable, aging with grace is a gift. 
  
 

Lord, you know me better than I know myself and so you know I am growing older 
daily. Please give me the grace to age well. 
  

Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on 

every occasion. 
  

Release me from the craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. 
  

Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful but not bossy. 
  

With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all. But 

you know Lord, I also want a few friends at the end. 
  

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings 

to get to the point. 
  

Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing, and the 

love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. 
  

I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of others’ pains, but help me to at least 
endure them with patience. 
  

I dare not ask for improved memory but for a growing humility and a lessening of my own 
stubborn certainty when my memory seems to clash with the memories of others. 
  

Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. 
  

Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not want to be a saint - some of them are so hard to live 

with - but a sour old person is one of the crowning works of the devil. 
  

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places and talents in unexpected 

people. And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so. 
  

God bless each one of you for your day today. 

 
 

SILENCE 
 

WISDOM 
 

PATIENCE 
 

SEE GOOD 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

President Debra Niemeyer President@atonementlutheran.org  

Vice President  VicePres@atonementlutheran.org  

Secretary Fred Sandal Secretary@atonementlutheran.org   
Treasurer Jill Abrahamson  Treasurer@atonemtnlutheran.org 320-290-0972 
Pastor John Gabrielson JohnG@atonementlutheran.org 320-252-6203 
Pastor Tim Lindhorst TimL@atonementlutheran.org 320-252-6203 

Office Administrator Laura Hillmer Office@atonementlutheran.org 320-252-6203 

Program Administrator Mata Carlson Program@atonementlutheran.org  320-252-6203 

Director of Music/Organist Marcia Handahl Music@atonementlutheran.org 320-761-2779 
Associate Director of Music Eric Vollen Choir@atonementlutheran.org     

Handbell Choir Director Jordan Goodwater Bells@atonementlutheran.org 218-270-7074 

Worship Leader Jason Ploof   

Newsletter Editor Linda Schreiber Newsletter@atonementlutheran.org 320-293-3894 

www.atonementlutheran.org 
 

1144 29th Avenue North, St. Cloud, MN  56303 
Church Office: 320-252-6203 
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