							November 27, 2011

Dear Atonement Family,
It is with great sadness that I write to you today.  As you know well, in January of 2011 I was diagnosed with a Stage 4 Glioblastoma Brain Tumor.  Since that time I have been involved in fighting the spread of that tumor.  While the tumor itself is stable for the time being, the resulting effects of the surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy have made it impossible for me to return to ministry at Atonement Lutheran Church.  I therefore resign my call, effective immediately.
In 2007 I knew that receiving a call to Atonement had God’s hand all over it.  It was such a clear decision and one that I was not expecting.  I am so grateful that God guided me here to St. Cloud and that I was able to serve with you for these past 3 years.  My great disappointment is that I am no longer able to continue in this capacity and that it is necessary for me to step aside and allow Atonement to move forward in ministry.   I have great confidence in the leadership of Pastor Yolanda Lehman and the new interim pastor Don Reisig.   I know they will continue to seek ways to direct and lead you in new and exciting paths.   
The people of Atonement have been an amazing partner in my cancer journey.  I have come to know the power of prayer and servitude through the church’s actions.  I cannot thank the leadership team and the entire congregation enough for the assistance you’ve given me and my family through this difficult time.  Your ministry will continue to show the power of Christ’s love.
Philippians 2:12
[Rejoicing Together] “What I'm getting at, friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you've done from the beginning. When I was living among you, you lived in responsive obedience. Now that I'm separated from you, keep it up. Better yet, redouble your efforts. Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That energy is God's energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at what will give him the most pleasure.”

In Christ’s Love,
John
