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“Surprised by God’s Grace”

This is the theme of the 2005-2006 Sunday
School emphasis in which we will learn how God'’s
grace brings hope and love in Bible stories about
the woman at the well, Noah, Philip, on the road to
Emmaus, and the first Passover.

This was our first year of Rotational Sunday
School, and it has been well received by both stu-
dents and staff. We are planning now for this fall!
Please contact Karen Vann at 252-6203 or
karenva@atonementlutheran.org with suggestions
you have to improve or refine our Sunday School
learning hour. Our planning team meets July 11
so feel free to get your ideas in as soon as possi-
ble.

There will be several ways you can contribute
your passions and talents to make this year’s pro-
gram as successful as last year’'s! Some include

e Redecorate classrooms during the summer
¢ Plan activities for each story

* Volunteer in one of the stations (art, music,
computer lab, storytelling, science)

e Volunteer to guide students to the proper sta-
tion each Sunday

¢ Help with one of the stories.

Come see and experience the excitement and
learning that takes place in this new model!

“The Church is the Church

only when it exists for others.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Atonement

Ministries on the Move!

Volume 1, Issue 10

Atonement in Ministry

Each month we will highlight teams of our congrega-
tion. These teams are always happy to have new
people join them!

e Sacrament Support—prepare the elements for
communion

e Bread Baking—bake bread for communion

e Worship Environment—decorate the sanctuary
and narthex for season of the Church year

e Transportation Team—offer rides to church

e Hospitality—serve meals at church for funerals
and other receptions

¢ New Member—welcome and nurture new mem-
bers

e Quilters—make quilts for mission
e Bible Study—Tues 7 am or Thurs. 12 noon

e Faith Chest—build chests for members received
through baptism

Contact Karen (252-6203) for more information.

Sponsor a Ke
//ﬁ%; /The invitation is still open to “sponsor

" akey” for the new electronic keyboard
that will be used in the front of the
sanctuary! The “cost per key” is $21.60. The
equivalent of 30 keys has already been sponsored.
Fifty-eight keys are left! You can place your gift in
the offering plate or the church office, with a note on
the memo line identifying this project.
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Women's Activities

Wednesdays at 9:00 am—Quilting
July 5  1:30-6:30
July 20 11:00

Bloodmobile

All-Circle Bible Study and
Potluck at Church

Bloodmobile...Many thanks to the volunteers
who worked at the Bloodmobile at Atonement for
the month of May. They are Laurie Nelson, Mar-
garet Rey, and Gloria & Wyman Nelson. Also
thanks to Nancy Johnson, Chuck & Hazel Carr,
and student helper Joseph Molde for volunteering
during June. When you give blood, you tempo-
rarily lose some fluid which your body replaces
within several hours. Therefore, it is not a good
idea to practice vigorously or compete right after
giving blood since you may become dehydrated.
If you must practice after donating, take it easy!

Women of the ELCA 6th Triennial...

Seven women from Atonement will be traveling to
San Antonio on July 4 to attend the Women of the
ELCA Triennial Gathering. They are Pat Butt-
weiler, Coralyn Dahl, Janell Holt, Deb Krogstad,
Kris Lehman, Arlene Omlid and Sylvia Scheibel.
Please remember these women in your prayers
that they may have a safe journey and grow from
their experiences.

Women'’s Synodical Convention...The
Women'’s Synodical Convention was held Satur-
day, June 18, in Hutchinson with 852 women in
attendance. Two thousand sewing kits were col-
lected as well as 408 pieces of material. Lisa
Bonds from LWR spoke and related that 25-30
million quilts have been distributed around the
world. Janet Martin, author and humorist, had us
laughing at ourselves about being Lutheran!

Advent Tea...This year's celebration will be
Saturday, December 3. It’s never to
early to begin thinking about ideas for
crafts and goodies to sell. Start early to
relieve that Christmas rush.

Ministry Opportunities

MS Tram....The MS Tram bicycle ride will be
July 25-29. My training is going well, now that it
has warmed up and stopped raining so often.
THANK YOU to everyone who made a donation. |
have not reached my goal yet, so anyone caring to
support the MS Society may still do so. Checks
may be made out to “Thrivent Financial”, and the
company will add $.50 for each dollar donated. If
you prefer, you may make the check out to “MS
Society”. Thanks again, from the MS Society and
me. John Schenk, 826 N. 18th Ave. St. Cloud,
MN 56303.

It's Christmas in July!....The middle of the
summer is often the lowest time of the year for do-
nations to our local food shelves. Shortages are
common during the summer months. Let’s help
turn that trend around this summer by giving gen-
erously during the month of July. Each week will
focus on a different need:

July 3 — breakfast cereals/breakfast bars
July 10 — canned vegetables and fruits

July 17 — healthy snacks (graham crackers,
pretzels, raisins, apple sauce, granola
bars...)

July 24 — pastas, sauces

July 31 — paper products/ personal items (toilet
paper, paper towels, shampoo, soap

Donations to our Family Assistance Fund are also
fewer at this time of the year. If you would like to
show support for members of Atonement’s family
who are in need, consider making a donation dur-
ing the month of July. Please make checks pay-
able to Atonement Lutheran, designated for the
Family Assistance Fund.



July 2005

Ministry Opportunities, cont.

July Is Paper & Plastic Picnic Month
Summer is finally here and it’s time for all of our fa-
vorite outdoor activities, including
\ picnics. Ah, the joy of eating with no
@ dishes to wash, as you dine on paper
plates and use plastic utensils! Un-
fortunately, life for the homeless is no
picnic, but they still have to eat. July is PICNIC
MONTH, so start collecting any of the following items
to help us provide Place of Hope with needed sup-
plies: Paper/Plastic Hot Cups; Paper/Plastic
Plates; Paper/Plastic Bowls; Napkins; Plastic
Utensils (especially forks and spoons, and not those
flimsy Grad-Party-sheet-cake-eating ones!) Help us
set their table by bringing these items to church on
July 17 (or drop them off anytime in July). If you
have any questions, call Phil Sturlaugson at 259-
6451.
Inside Atonement
Pictorial Directory....If you haven't yet signed
up for your photo session, please call the church of-
fice. Dates are July 26-29, August 25, 26, 31, Sep-
tember 1, and October 4-8. Times are 2:30-9:00 pm
except on July 29, August 26, and October 8 when
the time will be 10:00 am—4:30 pm.

Summer Reminder....We are thankful for the
opportunities of vacations and activities that come
with summer. To assist in maintaining a positive
cash flow over the summer months, we need to
maintain giving throughout the summer. Your finan-
cial support is encouraged even when you are out of
town. Please consider making weekly contributions
or making additional offerings before you leave or
when you return. The mission of Atonement and
“We Say YES!” continues through the “down time” of
summer. Atonement Administrative Team

Youth Update

Youth Servant Trip to Washington, DC

Ten high school students and two adult leaders will
participate in YouthWorks servant event in Washing-
ton DC July 23-31. The groups consists of students

Amanda Boock, Mark Boyle, Erika Dombrovski, Nicole
Hoheisel, Jullian Kellner, Kyle Kjer, Dan Lehman,
Spencer Mack, Zack Rakke, and Erin Roehl; adult
leaders: Kevin Gaylor and Deb Krogstad, Youth &
Family Minister. This groups asks for your prayers for
safety and guidance as they learn that they can make
a difference in our world by serving others.

Vacation Bible School...Our week under the
big top has come to an end and we’ve closed shop on
another VBS season! We played hard, made new
friends, prayed together, and learned more about what
we’re all about as God’s loved children. As always, it
couldn’t possibly be done without every one of our
dedicated volunteers who pool their many gifts and tal-
ents to form an awesome VBS volunteer force. Your
presence has honored us and fed us in faith. Thank
you! We look forward to seeing you on June 12-
15, 2006, when the fun begins all over again!

Tsunami Boat Project...Vacation Bible School

may be over but we are still tallying the
contributions towards our VBS mission
project. Did we do it? Stay tuned and

find out! We've been attempting to build
and equip a fishing boat for tsunami victims so they
can return to the sea as fisherman to make a living.
Donations will be matched up to $500 by Thrivent Fi-
nancial for Lutherans. An update is just around the
corner...

Luther Crest News...Twenty-eight (28) Atone-
ment youth will participate in Luther Crest Bible Camp
this summer. This exciting ministry is supported by our
congregation through annual contributions to the camp
and scholarship funds for our campers.

Day Camp...Don’t delay! Only 40 campers may
participate in the Luther Crest Day Camp here at
Atonement! Registration forms are available in the
church office. The fee is $35 for students kindergarten
through grade 3.



