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The theme of this year’s Lenten

What Is Lent?

LENT is a 40-day liturgical season that begins on
Ash Wednesday and concludes on Easter.
Though not biblical, Lent as long been a tradition
in the Christian Church that recalls the 40 days
Jesus spent in the wilderness, fasting and being
tempted by Satan. Lent is considered a time of
penance and discipline.

Because of Lent’s penitential nature, worship
tends to be more solemn, and purple is the liturgi-
cal color of the season. Some congregations re-
move flowers from the worship space and songs
of praise like the “Gloria” and “Alleluia” are re-
moved from the liturgy until Easter. Devotional
emphasis is often placed on fasting, almsgiving
(charity) and prayer.

Ashes are referred to many times in the Old Tes-
tament as signs of sorrow, mourning, humility,
and repentance, and on ASH WEDNESDAY they
are imposed on foreheads to remind us of our
mortality...”remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return”.

series is

February 9

February 16

February 23

March 2

March 9

March 16

Move!

Volume 1, Issue 6

CALLED TO MISSION....

A MISSION TO SERVE

What fast will you choose?
Offering—Jamaica Mission Fund
Service as a calling

Offering—Luther Crest; Speaker
Marcus Anderson

Service shapes families

Offering—LSS; Speaker Ken
Johnson from Luth. Social Services

Service changes lives

Offering—Stand with Africa;
Speaker Vincent Peters (LWR)

Service is discipleship

Offering—Faith in Families; Speaker
Cathy Peterson

Service builds justice

Offering—GRIP; Speaker Rev. Randy
Johnson (ISAIAH/GRIP)

February Highlights

February 6

February 9

February 21

February 24 7:00

February 25 6:00

February 26 9:00-12:00

February 27 All Services
11:00

Healing Service

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
5:30 & 7:00 ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP (Meal at 5:00-7:00)
Presidents’ Day (Office Closed)
New Members Informational Gathering
30-HOUR FAMINE—KIDS AGAINST HUNGER PROJECT
KIDS AGAINST HUNGER FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT
New Member Reception
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Women's News

Wednesdays at 9:00 am Quilting Bloodmobile.... Representatives from the nation’s blood
February 1 1:30-6:30 Bloodmobile banking community are challenging all eligible Americans who
February 20  10:30 Bible Study Ldrs have yet to donate blood for the first time to make a New Year’s
February 22  9:30 Naomi Circle resolution to give the “gift of life”. Many people don'’t realize that
February 23 9:30 Elizabeth Circle blood is needed every day by patients, not just in times of na-

. . tional crisis. Every 3 seconds, someone needs blood. Each day
1:15 Esther Circle . . . :

) . patients across the country receive approximately 38,000 units
8:00 Ruth/Martha Cir. ot pjood. An auto accident or gunshot wounds can require up to
20 units of blood. Blood has a short shelf life of 42 days. The
next Bloodmobile at Atonement is February 1. Please plan to
donate that day. Many thanks to Bob & Nancy Johnson and
Dale & Laurie Nelson for being in the canteen and greeting last

MiniS'l'r'y Oppor"l'uni'l'ies month. If you are interested in volunteering, please call LouAnn
Garner or the church office.

Nothing Says “l Love You” Like Roses, Chocolate, and a Full Roll of Toilet Paper!....This month
Paper & Plastic is collecting TOILET PAPER for Place of Hope. Send them a special Valentine by bringing a dozen
rolls (more or less) to church on February 20 or drop them off any time during February. Questions? Call Phil Sturlaug-
son at 259-6451.

ELCA World Hunger....World Hunger Month at Atonement began January 30 and each adult and teenager re-
ceived an ELCA World Hunger devotional during worship. On February 13, preschool and Sunday School students will
receive a 40-day Lenten calendar on World Hunger. On February 26 & 27, you will be given the opportunity to respond
to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. A special offering envelope will be in the bulletin that weekend.

Souper Bowl Sunday....The youth will be collecting donations on February 5 & 6 for Tsunami Relief, Kids Against
Hunger, and Caritas Food Shelf. We are asking if you could bring a non-perishable food item and $1.00 to the church to
help out the less fortunate and give them a new start.

Meals on Wheels.....There are still several “slots” to be filled for drivers to deliver meals during the weeks of Febru-
ary 21-25 and February 28-March 4. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board next to a description of the routes.

Church of the WeekK.....Thanks to all of you who have so generously given your time and energy in the past to our
outreach to the homeless in our area. Atonement will again be hosting guests from the Place of Hope Sunday, April 3,
through Saturday, April 16. Start thinking about how you might want to be involved! Wonderfully surprising and reward-
ing things happen when we step out of our comfort zones!

Inside Atonement

New Member Gathering....On Thursday, February 24, at 7:00 pm we will hold an informal gathering of folks inter-
ested in membership at Atonement, learning about the Lutheran faith, or just curious about what goes on here! For
those on the “membership track” there will be a new member reception on Sunday, February 27, at all services. If you
are interested in attending on the 24th, please call the office at 252-6203.

Girls’ Night Out....We will meet at 6:00 pm on Thursday, February 17, for a potluck supper here at the church. We
will be treated to a Lutheran favorite, “Tina and Lena” via video! They are great! Call Mitzi Meacham at 656-0662. All
women are welcome to attend.
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Inside Atonement cont......

Your Faith Has Made You Well!

A significant part of Jesus’ ministry on earth was the healing of those who came to him
with a variety concerns. When he commissioned the twelve disciples to become apostles
he gave them the authority to heal.

Book
Nook
News...

As you go, proclaim the good news, "The kingdom of heaven has come Thank you to everyone
near. Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers cast out demons who bought a book at
Matthew 10:7-8 the Book Fair! We were

able to give $315 worth

The biblical stories of lives transformed by healing are inspiring and give grounds for hope. of books to the children

The Christian church has offered prayers, laying on of hands, and anointing with oil since the Giving Tree! Th
the first century as a sacred ritual to engage the Holy Spirit in the healing of believers. on the falving 1ree: 1he
After much prayer and deliberation we have decided to include a healing segment in the Book Nook a!ways wel-_
11:00 worship service. The first of these offerings will be on February 27, 2005. | encour- | ¢0mMes donations to their
age you to participate in one of three ways. You could worship at one of our other services | MiSSion projects. Watch
and pray for those who will be seeking some form of healing at the late service. You could | for Sallie Engel's new

attend the 11:00 service, lift up your music and prayers for those who need spiritual sup- | Pook coming this spring.
port. Or, you could come seeking God'’s direct intervention for the healing of your mind,
body or spirit. The traditions of the church are to place a service of healing within a regular worship. We intend to do
so, offering a time of reconciliation, teaching, holy communion, and prayers of the people along with the healing time.

At a recent gathering of pastors and lay leaders, our bishop commented that he feels every congregation should
regularly offer opportunities for people, members or non, to seek God’s touch through an anointed servant, to receive
healing. We agree with his advice and will be planning these on a regular basis.

Peace, Pastor Rodger

Youth Update

Summer Camp Opportunities

Luther Crest Bible Camp flyers are here! It’s time to think about summer camp! Resident camp
& opportunities exist for students in grades 3 through high school. Youth may attend any week of
camp—the week of July 17 is designated as “Atonement Week “ which means car pooling may be
available and staff from Atonement will visit camp that week. Registration forms are available in the
church office.

Luther Crest Day Camp for children who finished kindergarten through grade three will be held here at Atone-
ment July 25-28. This camp meets at church at 9:00 and then goes out to various parks in the area until 3:00.
Registration forms are available in the church office.

Christina Buckner Camper Scholarship Fund

The Christina Buckner Camper Scholarship Fund seeks to provide youth with a camping experience at Luther Crest
Bible Camp. Students currently in grade four (4) and older are eligible. Scholarships will be awarded based on need.
It is the desire of the committee to make it possible for all applicants to receive some or complete assistance.

This endowment fund was established in memory of Christian Buckner who loved camping at Luther Crest. The Lu-
theran Community Foundation is the custodian of this fund. Contributions to increase the value of the fund and there-
fore the camping opportunities for youth are always welcome. Please contact the church office for more information.
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